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o Q.1 Write an cssay of about 400 words on (ME of the
telloving . Lopics &=
Lescribe the process of electioneering/campaigning
and clection to the State Legislative Assembly.
OR
nrocess of making an amendment to the
gf Ineias | : ok, ¢ ’ '
(:nq¢ description should assume that the
reader has rno knowledge of the aoovn prOCOSSCS) 20
Qa2 af abovt 400 words on OHE. of the
The tyrannvy of time
S ‘ , O-R
- Empowexring communities ' 30

'Laﬁarano G Knsnyap. Write a2 letter

T . Ehe -master Head Post Office (Goa) regarding

a lettex 541“ I~ you by Sp%ed Post which has been

lost. Make, the complalnt and give details ncce- : ,
“ssary. for correéctive sctiorn to be taken. 20

Q.3 You azre

" Q.4a)Read the.pagsage given, then answer-the following
: questions s- . B Wi 15

e - What is your opinion regarding the need to
teach thinking in educational instituti-ns?

2. - Do vou arree thiat thinking makes matters more
comecV° Explain. < F
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inere was a time when society was comparatively.stable
and, since things did not change much, repetition was a good
substitute fFox thinking; The political systems tended to be
elitist and a few people did the thinking for the rest, To
make perSonal decisions and problem-solving easier, there were

Y

the guidelines laid down by religious doctrine and moral codes.

Much as we may like to revert to the good aspects of those’

more stable times, we must acknowledge that society is no longer

so stable because the rate of change, fuelled by technology and

social aspirations, has accelerated. In such

a complex society

the need for thinking is greqtpr than ever. e have more free- -

dom and freedon represents a tyranny of opportunity, since each
opportunity is a potential decisjon. Yet the powerfvl'substim
tutes for thinking (habit, doctrine, dogma, someone else doing
the thinking) have been much weakencd. .In their. place there
has emerged only one aid to *11nk1ng *thinking by slogan'. A
slogan is not part of a general system of attitudes, but just
“an encapsnlated attitude to a particular Qi}cumstance that has
not smerged because of its-ihtrinsic merit or ‘even its general
acceptability, but.because it has those characteristics which
suit the media. - Just as an attrattlve television personality
is more use to g politician than economicjunderstanding,7so a
media-powerful slogan is more effective than a wise one. Tt

is nbt the fault of the media or of anyone else - it is simply

1
1

dus to the structure of the systen.

On a personal level, people have to do more thinking and
make more decisions than ever before. There are more opportu-
nities and mcie pressures. There is more social mobilify,
there are more career opportunities; there is more money to be
spent; divorce is easier and emotional expectations are highers
‘authoritarian cont rol systems are weaker and so much that used
" to be ordered in society or taken for granted has now become a

matter for individual thinking.

On a political level many countrieé~enj0y or seem to
enjoy a democratic éYstem. It doesn't really matter whether
the party machines allow tEOSGhelected to be truly Teprosens
tative of the clectorate. 'that does matter is that, once they
aregin power, the politicians do have to pay heed to the opiH
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extreme of the pdlitical spectrum we have elitism in which a
self-designated elite class determines the thinking of the
rest, who cannot be trusted to think for themselves., A lefti
wing teacher snce said that he did not approve of a programmé

to teach everyone to think because in a 'diversified' sdciety
some ' people were going to do the tnlnklng and the pest would
follow. There is some point in this. Some people will un-
doubtedly do more thinking than others (provided it is thinking
and not just party doctrine), but it is desirable that the rest
should at. least do enough thinking to decide for themselves
whether the special thinkers make sense or not. 3

T4

In a complex society political decisions and pressures

“depend very much on individual thinking. If that thinking can

see only narrow self—lnterest or only an immediate fUture,
then society becomes. a power struggle for self-interest. To.

some extent, it always has beén so and perhaps it is only the

location of power that has changed, Nevertheless sociely is
much more cbmplex than it has ever been and perhaps the old
power games are no longer the best way to run things. For in-
stance it requires quite a lot of individual thinking to change
from the concept of growtn and greed to one of restrawnt and
stability. ' ‘

It may seem, and it is often argued, that thinking makes

matters more complex and that gut reaction is a more direct

prelude to action. This jttitude arises from the notion that
thinking is about: 'puzzling thiﬁgs out' rather than 'seéing
things more :learly', Far from Cthusing matters thinking
should serve Lo siplify them. To make a decision when yoﬁfcan
see only one course of gction is aasier than having to choosec
between two possible courses, but 1$ such blindness really help-
ful?, To remove the fear of 11nking we need to make it yery
matter-of-fact and routine. That is exactly what teachlng
thinking.is all_about.

‘There are a few pQOplO who belleve that toachlng thinking
is oangerous, much as 'a little learning is a dangerous thlng,.
It is felt that if -people stazt ﬁhinking for themsclves they
may'nék awkward guestions and refus® to take for giahted those
'thinés'Which need to be +aken for granted. But sooner or Falers
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of emotional discontent. On a recent visit to Australia I

was asked by gomeone concerned with 4 social studies programme
why it was assumed that children would be agulnst something as
soon as they started to think about it. In his experience,

and in mine, the opposite seemed to be the case: hen children
did think abOut some aspect of society they often came to appre-
ciate why things had to be done in a certain way.  For instance
when children thnk about school rules they often suggest even
tougher rules. »

A headmaster once told me that it was anfalr to toach

people how to think. e said that most of the pupils from his
school wdre going to spend their lives at factory penches and
that thinking would only make Lhon ulssatlsfled. I can see his
point but I do not agree. If he gealdy pbelieved what he said
then education would set out to create zombies perfectly fitted
to the task society d :manded of them. Quite apart from the like--
lihood that electronic robots will continue to take over more

and more of the routine factory tasks, there is no confllct oetm
ween simple tasks and thinking. In the days of the monasterics '
the most abstruse and elite thebl&glcal thinkers used to spend
their days in everyday farming or gardening or craftwork. To
be sure thes¢ activities were more pleannt than factory tasks,
but they were just as routine. It has even been argued that a
routine task (like Churchill's famuus brlcklaylng) actually frees
the mind to do some;thiﬁking, This is a poor excuse for keeping
jobs borinq, but it does indicate that the level of mechanical
activity need not limit the lovel of mental activitye. I think
few people would accept the geliberatc anaesthetlzlng or zombi~

fication of people as one of the tasks of education.

Thlnklng shouyld not be a roolacement for gut feeling, reli-
gious belief, polltlcal identity or commitment. All thuse have
their place and their value in the rich fabric of humanity.
Cmotion is what matters in the end, since it is the final arbiter
of human value. But true emouion can just as easily follow |
clear perception as precede 1@ Emotion that precedes percept"on
le aus to prcgudlce and Lhe tyranny of Lemperament.

- Many people argue that th;nklng can never be RGUerL, that
it must always bce moral or polxtlcal and that to teach tnlnknﬁq
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microscopg is not of 1tsclL a polltlcal activity. A micro-
scope 1is a device to enlarge our vision. Thinking is a device

to enlarge our pcrceptlon. Thinking is as neutral as a pair

of spectacles. To deny someone spectacles because with clearer.

vision they might find you out 1is a political 1 decision, It is-

just s possible that with the spectacles they wOle ‘see a

wider conte «t and come to understand and appreciate what is
being done. It 1S only deception that fears clear vision.
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